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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Newly cited U.S. Patent 6,219,839 to Sampsell is relied upon to teach the second 
source being a peripheral coupled to the video decoder and which stores program 
information related to the program content available on the peripheral. 

Applicant's failure to adequately traverse the Examiner's taking of Official Notice 
in the last office action is taken as an admission of the fact(s) noticed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 4, 9-12 and 16 and 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 5,883,677 to Hofmann in view of U.S. Patent 6,219,839 to 
Sampsell. 
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Regarding claim 1 , Hofmann discloses a video decoder system for receiving 
program guide information from a first source (DBS decoder), a method for forming a 
composite program guide (program data base 424, Figures 9a/b), for program content 
available from a plurality of sources (DBS, TELCO and CATV interfaces), comprising 
the steps of: 

a) retrieving access data from memory (flow control system 422 regulates the 
flow of data into merged database 424, and searches each source of data, and knows 
the protocol for each service, column 6, line 62-column 7, line 6 12-29, 59-63, a memory 
is required to store this access data in order to know how to connect to each source); 

b) initiating communication automatically between said decoder and a second 
source external to said video decoder using said access data (column 7, lines 25-29, 
data updates are preformed at regular predetermined intervals to insure that state data 
is not displayed); said communication being initiated by said decoder independent of a 
user command associated with a program or service selection (column 7, lines 19-29, 
flow control processor connects on its own); 

c) retrieving program guide information from said second source (figure 9b, 
History of the World part 1 from Telco line, column 7, lines 7-12); and 

d) incorporating said program guide information provided by said first and second 
sources into a program guide for display (figure 9a, column 7, lines 1-6). 

Hofmann fails to disclose the second source being a peripheral device coupled to 
the decoder, which stores programming content and program information related to the 
program content available from the peripheral. 



Application/Control Number: 09/402,51 7 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2611 

Sampsell discloses in figure 1, a receiver 12 which is coupled to a number of 
IEEE 1394 enabled peripherals (DVD 20, figure 2, PC 54, column 4, lines 3-33, 45-61,) 
from which programming content may be delivered from and from which programming 
information originates which may be displayed in a program guide and may be 
controlled by the user via the program guide (figure 6, PC 84 listing, figure 9, DVD 
listing 102, column 5, line 58-column 6, line 10, lines 21-33, column 7, lines 9-22), thus 
providing a familiar and easy way for a user to select, view and control programming 
(column 4, line 66-column 5, line 10, lines 21-28). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Hofmann to utilize the second source of program guide information 
as a local peripheral which stores programming content and related information as 
taught by Sampsell for the advantage of providing a familiar and easy way for a user to 
select, view and control programming. 

Regarding claim 4, Sampsell is relied upon to teach that the whenever a 
peripheral comes online, it updates the EPG in receiver 12 (column 5, lines 21-39). 

Regarding claims 9 and 12, Hofmann discloses that the peripheral device is 
identified from configuration information derived from prestored memory in the flow 
control system 422, flow control system 422 regulates the flow of data into merged 
database 424, and searches each source of data, and knows the protocol for each 
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service, column 6, line 62-column 7, line 6 12-29, 59-63, a memory is required to store 
this access data in order to know how to connect to each source. 

Regarding claim 10, Hoffman discloses in figure 4a, that the first source is a 
satellite source 318, and the second source is a Telco source 312. 

Hoffman does not disclose the second source being a DVD player. 

Sampsell discloses that the second source may be a DVD player which the user 
may control via an EPG and that the DVD player supplies programming information to 
the EPG (column 7, lines 9-45), thus providing an easy way for the user to select and 
control programming. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Hoffman to utilize the DVD player and control features of Sampsell 
for the advantage of providing an easy way for the user to select and control 
programming. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Hofmann discloses a video decoder system for receiving 
program guide information from a first source (DBS decoder), a method for forming a 
composite program guide (program data base 424, Figures 9a/b), for program content 
available from a plurality of sources (DBS, TELCO and CATV interfaces), comprising 
the steps of: 

a) retrieving access data from memory (flow control system 422 regulates the 
flow of data into merged database 424, and searches each source of data, and knows 
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the protocol for each service, column 6, line 62-column 7, line 6 12-29, 59-63, a memory 
is required to store this access data in order to know how to connect to each source); 

b) automatically identifying a peripheral device attached to said decoder (column 
7, lines 25-29, data updates are preformed at regular predetermined intervals to insure 
that state data is not displayed, the device connects via access data stored within the 
unit); said identification being initiated by said decoder independent of a user command 
associated with a program or service selection (column 7, lines 19-29, flow control 
processor connects on its own); 

c) initiating communication between said decoder and said peripheral device 
attached to said decoder using a communication protocol determined from said access 
data (column 6, line 62-column 7, line 6 12-29, 59-63, the flow control processor knows 
the protocols in order to communicate with each device) 

d) retrieving program guide information from said peripheral device (figure 9b, 
History of the World part 1 from Telco line, column 7, lines 7-29, 44-47); and 

e) incorporating said program guide information provided by said first and 
peripheral device into a program guide for display (figure 9a, column 7, lines 1-6). 

Hofmann fails to disclose the second source being a peripheral device coupled to 
the decoder, which stores programming content and program information related to the 
program content available from the peripheral. 

Sampsell discloses in figure 1, a receiver 12 which is coupled to a number of 
IEEE 1394 enabled peripherals (DVD 20, figure 2, PC 54, column 4, lines 3-33, 45-61 ,) 
from which programming content may be delivered from and from which programming 
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information originates which may be displayed in a program guide and may be 
controlled by the user via the program guide (figure 6, PC 84 listing, figure 9, DVD 
listing 102, column 5, line 58-column 6, line 10, lines 21-33, column 7, lines 9-22), thus 
providing a familiar and easy way for a user to select, view and control programming 
(column 4, line 66-column 5, line 10, lines 21-28). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Hofmann to utilize the second source of program guide information 
as a local peripheral which stores programming content and related information as 
taught by Sampsell for the advantage of providing a familiar and easy way for a user to 
select, view and control programming. 

Regarding claim 16, Hoffman discloses in figure 4a, that the peripheral device is 
a Telco source 312. 

Hoffman does not disclose the second source being a DVD player. 

Sampsell discloses that the second source may be a DVD player which the user 
may control via an EPG and that the DVD player supplies programming information to 
the EPG (column 7, lines 9-45), thus providing an easy way for the user to select and 
control programming. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time 
of invention to modify Hoffman to utilize the DVD player and control features of 
Sampsell for the advantage of providing an easy way for the user to select and control 
programming. 
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Regarding claims 21-24, Hoffman is relied upon to teach that when a user 
selects a peripheral device the programming available on the device is transmitted and 
shown within the EPG (column 5, lines 21-35) a user may then select, decode and 
display the programming (column 5, line 40-column 6, line 32, column 7, lines 9-22). 

3. Claims 5, 8 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 5,883,677 to Hofmann in view of U.S. Patent 6,219,839 
to Sampsell in further view of U.S. Patent 5,835,791 to Goff. 

Regarding claims 5 and 13-14, Hofmann discloses connecting to a second 
device automatically (column 7, lines 22-29). 

Hofmann does not disclose polling and detecting a change in the number or type 
of peripheral devices connected to said decoder. 

Goff discloses a computer system that utilizes a USB interface to poll in order to 
detect when a new peripheral device (keyboard or mouse) is connected (figure 7, 
column 4, line 31-65, the USB standard requires that a USB enabled host continuously 
polls to check for new devices), thus enabling the peripheral device to communicate 
with the computing device, without requiring any input by the user. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Hofmann to automatically poll and detect a new device as taught by 
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Goff, thus enabling the peripheral device to communicate with the computing device, 
without requiring any input by the user. 

Regarding claim 8, Hofmann discloses connecting to a second device 
automatically (column 7, lines 22-29). 

Sampsell teaches that whenever a peripheral comes online, updated 
programming information is provided to the receiver and that every IEEE 1394 device 
registers itself with every other dev ice on the network (column 5, lines 21-39, 58- 
column 6, line 10). 

Regarding claim 15, Hofmann discloses connecting to a second device 
automatically on a repetitive basis (column 7, lines 22-29). 

Hoffman does not disclose initiating communications on a repetitive basis in 
response to said change in number of type of peripheral devices connected to said 
decoder. 

Goff discloses a computer system that utilizes a USB interface to poll in order to 
detect when a new peripheral device (keyboard or mouse) is connected (figure 7, 
column 4, line 31-65, the USB standard requires that a USB enabled host continuously 
polls to check for new devices, the device identifies itself to the requesting device, 
column 4, line 65-column 5, line 19), thus enabling the peripheral device to 
communicate with the computing device, without requiring any input by the user. 
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Goff inherently initiates communications in response to said change, as USB 
continuously generates a polling signal in order to determine when a device has been 
connected or disconnected, and Goff discloses in figures 7-9 determining if a device is 
connected and performing a query to determine what type of device it is. 

4. Claims 17-18 and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 5,883,677 to Hofmann in view of U.S. Patent 6,219,839 
to Sampsell in further view of U.S. Patent 5,991 ,799 to Yen. 

Regarding claim 17, Hofmann discloses a video decoder system for receiving 
program guide information from a first source (TELCO decoder), a method for forming a 
composite program guide (program data base 424, Figures 9a/b), for program content 
available from a plurality of sources (DBS, TELCO and CATV interfaces), comprising 
the steps of: 

a) retrieving access data from memory (flow control system 422 regulates the 
flow of data into merged database 424, and searches each source of data, and knows 
the protocol for each service, column 6, line 62-column 7, line 6 12-29, 59-63, a memory 
is required to store this access data in order to know how to connect to each source); 

b) automatically initiating communication between said decoder and a peripheral 
device attached to said decoder (DBS, CATV sources, column 7, lines 25-29, data 
updates are preformed at regular predetermined intervals to insure that state data is not 
displayed, the device connects via access data stored within the unit); in response to a 
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repetitive preprogrammed command from a decoder processor (column 7, lines 19-29, 
flow control processor connects on its own); 

c) retrieving program guide information from said peripheral device (figure 9b, 
History of the World part 1 from Telco line, column 7, lines 7-29, 44-47); and 

d) incorporating said program guide information provided by said first and 
peripheral device into a program guide for display (figure 9a, column 7, lines 1-6). 

Hofmann does not disclose accessing the first source via the Internet using said 
request access data nor does Hofmann disclose the second source being a peripheral 
device coupled to the decoder, which stores programming content and program 
information related to the program content available from the peripheral, 

Sampsell discloses in figure 1, a receiver 12 which is coupled to a number of 
IEEE 1394 enabled peripherals (DVD 20, figure 2, PC 54, column 4, lines 3-33, 45-61 ,) 
from which programming content may be delivered from and from which programming 
information originates which may be displayed in a program guide and may be 
controlled by the user via the program guide (figure 6, PC 84 listing, figure 9, DVD 
listing 102, column 5, line 58-column 6, line 10, lines 21-33, column 7, lines 9-22), thus 
providing a familiar and easy way for a user to select, view and control programming 
(column 4, line 66-column 5, line 10, lines 21-28). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Hofmann to utilize the second source of program guide information 
as a local peripheral which stores programming content and related information as 
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taught by Sampsell for the advantage of providing a familiar and easy way for a user to 
select, view and control programming. 

The combination of Hofmann and Sampsell fails to disclose Hofmann does not 
disclose accessing the first source via the Internet using said request access data. 

Yen discloses a tuner 1 1 1 which connects via an Internet access point 1 12 to the 
Internet (figure 1), webpages as well as an electronic program guide may requested and 
retrieved via HTTP from a remote server (column 4, line 62-column 5, line 52), the EPG 
can crosslink to a source which provides more information about a program, such as 
competitive standings or a corresponding football game (column 8, line 57-column 9, 
line 12), thus enabling a user to learn more about a program. 

Yen inherently includes request access data as the access point 112, must know 
where on the Internet to retrieve the program listings. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Hofmann and Sampsell to access the Internet to retrieve program 
listings and additional information via access data, as taught by Yen, thus enabling a 
user to learn more about a program. 

Regarding claim 18, the combination of Hofmann, Sampsell and Yen discloses 
accessing the Internet via request access data. 

The combination of Hofmann and Yen fails to disclose the use of a URL. 

The examiner takes official notice that accessing information on the Internet via a 
URL is notoriously well known in the art. URLs provide the global address for 
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documents, and media objects on the Internet, and provide an easy way to look up and 
link to the information. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the combination of Hofmann and Yen, to utilize a URL to access the 
Internet, thus taking advantage of an easy way to look up and link to information 
sources. 

Regarding claims 25-26, Hoffman is relied upon to teach that when a user 
selects a peripheral device the programming available on the device is transmitted and 
shown within the EPG (column 5, lines 21-35) a user may then select, decode and 
display the programming (column 5, line 40-column 6, line 32, column 7, lines 9-22). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hunter B. Lonsberry whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7298. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday during normal 
business hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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